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USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

CONPIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 01018 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PINR, AO, CG, BE 

SUBJECT: MERCENARIES TRANSIT BELGIUM EN ROUTE TO ZAIRE 

1. POREIGN MINISTRY'S VERKAMMEN (APRICAN AFPAIRS) AND JAENEN 
(ZAIRE DESK) CONPIRMED JANUARY 29 PRESS REPORTS OP APPROXIMATELY 
100 BRITISH MERCENARIES TRANSITING BRUSSELS EN ROUTE KINSHASA, 
REPORTEDLY ONE OP LIVE SIMILAR FLIGHTS OF MERCENARIES TO 
KINSHASA. THEY SAID POREIGN MINISTRY HAD LITTLE SPECIPIC 
INPORMATION ON THIS PLIGHT ON PREVIOUS PLIGHTS. VERKAMMEN 
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TOLD US THAT SAB ENA AIRCRAPT TRANSPORTING MERCENARIES WAS 
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CHARTERED BY AIR ZAIRE AND SAID MINISTRY BELIEVED 
MERCENARIES WERE HIRED BY ZAIRE PRESIDENT MOBUTU TO SHORE UP 
SECURITY OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND POSSIBLY TO MAN LONG ZAIRE- 
ANGOLA BORDER, RATHER THAN FOR USE IN ANGOLA. VERKAMMEN, 
CITING BELGIAN REPORTING, SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY VIEWS 
FNLA AS "VIRTUALLY BEATEN" AND SAID THAT BOTH FNLA AND 
ZAIRE ARMY TROOPS WERE CROSSING BACK OVER FROM ANGOLA INTO 
ZAIRE. HE ALSO MENTIONED THREAT OF EX-KATANGA GENDARMES. 

HE TOLD US THAT BELGIAN CONSUL GENERAL AT MAT ADI (AAIRE) 
REPORTED BREAKDOWN OF PUBLIC ORDER IN THAT LOWER CONGO 
RIVER CITY, WITH BOTH FNLA AND ZAIRE ARMY TROOPS INVOLVED 
IN LOOTING. 

2. VERKAMMEN SAID ANGOLA SITUATION HAS DIVERTED MOBUTU'S 
ATTENTION FROM ECONOMIC ISSUES. AS RESULT, SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY MEETING OF SECOND ZAIRE-BELGIAN WORKING GROUP 
IN KINSHASA, AT WHICH TIME FOREIGN MINISTER VAN ELSLANDE 
WAS TO HAVE SIGNED AGREEMENT ON ZAIRIAN COMPENSATION FOR 
NATIONALIZED BELGIAN ASSETS, WILL BE POSTPONED. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SPOKESMAN (AMBASSADOR BAEKELANDT) 
APPEARED ON TV TALK SHOW JANUARY 29 ON MERCENARY ISSUE, 
WHICH INCLUDED FILM CLIPS OF REPORTERS' INTERVIEWS WITH 
MERCENARIES. BAEKELANDT PUT BELGIAN GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 
AS FOLLOWS: 

-BELGIAN GOVERNMENT OPPOSED TO USE OF MERCENARIES 
ANYWHERE IN WORLD; 

-BELGIAN GOVERNMENT AGAINST ALL FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
IN ANGOLA REGARDLESS OF SOURCE; AND 

-BELGIAN LAW (1936) HAS SANCTIONS AGAINST RECRUTIING 
OF MERCENARIES ON BELGIAN SOIL, BUT THAT TRANSITING OF 
PROPERLY-DOCUMENTED MERCENARIES NOT PRESENTLY UNLAWFUL. 
DRAFT LEGISLATION WITH SANCTIONS AGAINST TRANSIT OF FOREIGN 
MERCENARIES HAS YET TO BE PASSED. 

4. MAN WHO CLAIMED TO REPRESENT COL. MIKE HOARE, WELL-KNOWN 
MERCENARY IN CONGO IN I960'S TOLD ARMY ATTACHE JANUARY 30 
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THAT HOARE GROUP, BASED IN LONDON, WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RECRUITING OF THIS PLANELOAD AS WELL AS OTHERS FOR TOTAL 
OF JUST OVER 1000 MEN ALREADY IN ZAIRE. HE TOLD ATTACHE 
THAT GOVERNMENT OF ZAIRE WAS PAYING FOR THESE MERCENARIES 
AND THAT EACH MAN WAS PAID 150 STERLING PER WEEK, WITH 
VARIOUS BONUSES FOR LONGEVITY. CURRENT HIGH LEVEL OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT IN GREAT BRITAIN MADE RECRUITMENT THERE OF 
EXPERIENCED MILITARY MEN EASY. DAO IS REPORTING ABOVE 
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